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1761-1830: Containing a List of Admissions to the Church, With Lists of Marriages and Baptisms; And Various
Other Memoranda An unsuccessful search was begun at once for the books, but was gradually abandoned, and
the loss soon forgotten in the main. Another record-book, earlier than either of these volumes, disappeared at
the same time, but that one was recovered by me many years ago, and has since been printed in this Historical
Series, comprising Number X.of the first volume. It is now known that these three record-books were carried off
from the meeting by an officer of the church, who concealed them at the time under his cloak. The act was
done with the approval and connivance of those who sympathized with him in his ecclesiastical relations. This
officer kept them in his possession as long as he lived, and after his death, which occurred nearly fifty years
ago, they passed into the hands of other persons living in widely separated places, from whom | have since
obtained them. The earlier volume was found in the possession of a family of Groton origin, then living in
Plymouth County, and the two later volumes had passed beyond the limits of the Commonwealth. It may be
proper to add that this church officer was a man of the strictest integrity in all respects, who undoubtedly
thought that he was acting for the best under the existing circumstances. So high was his reputation among the
neighbors for honor and honesty, | am sure that he never questioned his own course in the matter. It is now
supposed that these three volumes were...
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