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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1921 edition. Excerpt: .a water plant is relatively very small; and we should notice
that it is in connection with operation that municipal ownership has been most defective. On the other hand,
the initial cost of a water system is usually quite high.1 The real reason for municipal ownership of municipal
water supply is not economic but social. Water is far more a public necessity than even light, transportation, or
telephone service. The ordinary water supply is used for drinking by a very large percentage of the city dwellers.
Every household needs an additional supply and every house with grounds uses a large amount. It is, therefore,
necessary and desirable that the water should be not only pure, cheap, and abundant, but that it should be
carried to all households within the city limits. Since epidemics of typhoid and some other diseases have been
traceable to impure supplies of water, cities are willing to go great distances to get pure water2 and to incur
considerable expense in installing filtering plants, whereas private companies, interested in profits, would do
neither. Moreover, many cities have been farsighted and have secured sources which will give abundant water
in decades to come, whereas private companies were far more content to look aHer only the immediate needs
of the community. Last but not least, municipal ownership and management has not only reduced the price of
water in most communities, but has accumulated a surplus for improvement and 1 It is necessary to...
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