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Although the study of Hydraulics has been very much to the fore during recent years, one particular branch of
the subject - viz., that dealing with the problems involved during the acceleration or retardation of a water
column, would seem to have been almost entirely neglected. In fact, except for an experimental investigation by
Joukowsky, of which we have no English translation, and which only deals with sudden stoppage of flow, we
have no available literature dealing with the matter. In the majority of text-books on Hydraulics the treatment
which the question receives is not only of the scantiest but is as inaccurate as scanty, and as the whole subject is
most interesting and is certainly not without practical importance, perhaps it is unnecessary to apologise for
the following account of a theoretical and experimental investigation carried out by the author. The
experimental portion of the work was done in the Engineering Laboratories of the Manchester University, and
the thanks of the author are due to the University authorities for their ready acquiescence in this publication of
the work, and to Mr. J. Hall of the Engineering Staff for much help in the preparation of the apparatus and in
carrying out the experiments. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare
and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work....
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