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Commissioners: To the Secretary of the Interior, 1907 The Indians thus to be reached stand scattered all along
the line of progress from absolute savagery up through the successive stages of barbarism and semi-
civilization to the well educated, polished, and astute leaders of the Five Civilized Tribes. It is not to be wondered
at that the Indian problem, with its three centuries of history on a continent of which the Indians feel that they
have been dispossessed by white intruders, and with the first century of our national life marked by so many
deeds of injustice and unfairness toward Indians that it stands branded as a century of dishonor; it is not to be
wondered at that the Indian problem is not yet fully solved, notwithstanding the conscientious and faithful
efforts of the last thirty years in legislation for Indians and in the administration of Indian affairs. For forty
years, since President Grant inaugurated his peace policy, the one aim professed by the Government of the
United States in its dealings with Indians has been to fit the Indians for lives of intelligent and useful citizenship
in the Christian civilization of our people. Stripped of all its accidental complications with the ownership of land
and the administration of great tribal funds, the essential problem of the Government has always been, How
can we educate the Indians, old and young, for citizenship? How can we bring these native races into the self-
governing and liberty-loving life of the American people? No other nation in the history of the world has ever
set for itself precisely such a problem, in...
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