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Subject: Bycatches (Fisheries) -- North Pacific Ocean -- Statistics. Excerpt: . . . Joint-ventures between foreign
processing ships and U. S. domestic catcher vessels began operating in 1978 in the GOA, and in 1980 in the BSAI.
Targeted groundfish species remained the same throughout the 1980s. Allocations of pollock, cod, Atka
mackerel, flatfish and rockfish to domestic production elements ( which included JV ) in both the BSAl and GOA
increased through the 1980s. Bycatch of prohibited species was increasingly controlled through time and area
groundfish fishery closures, exclusion of certain gear types from critical areas, and ultimately, caps on the
amounts of halibut, crab, salmon, and herring that could be incidentally caught by groundfish fisheries. Fritz (
in press ) reviewed the bycatch rates of juvenile pollock by groundfish fisheries in the BSAl and GOA from 1964-
1991. The current U. S. domestic fishery and the joint-venture fisheries of the 1980s in the BSAI generally
retained pollock greater than 30 cm in length, but targeted larger fish, and discarded fish smaller-than 30 cm (
Wespestad and Dawson 1991 ). Catch rates ( catch in numbers of 2-3 year-olds divided by their population size )
of 2-3 year-old BSAI pollock ( approximately 20-35 cm in length ) averaged only about 2 from 1980-90. Foreign
fisheries in the mid-to late 1970s ( 1973-79 ), however, caught an average of 20 of the 2-3 year-old BSAI pollock
each year. Targeting on small fish, particularly the strong 1972 year class, may have occurred during this
period, but the amount of discards is unknown....
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