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illustrated. 1900 Excerpt: . .. Aunty never does anything, you know. She s just a figurehead at the meetings. Mrs.
Pendexter attends to all the work. Perhaps Mr. Gage does nt know that. He seems to think it necessary to come
quite often. Mr. Gage, the Congregational minister at Boxet, was an elderly man, out of wife at the moment, as
one parishioner phrased it, with his children all married and settled at a distance from him. He had a
comfortable parsonage and a fair salary, and was a good-looking man, who did not seem so old as he was.
Shrewder observers might have suspected a more sentimental reason for his frequent calls on Miss Sophia
Wood than an abstract interest in mis THREE GIRLS WERE SITTING ROUND THE FIRE IN A BIG, OLD-FASHIONED
HOUSE. (SEE PAGE 859. ) slow to admit the possibility of their having lovers. Why should they So, though old Mr.
Gage came and went and creaked regularly over the oilcloth two or three times a week, and the president of
the Missionary Society put on her best gown for these interviews, and was apt to have a rather becoming spot
of color on her cheeks after them, the girls suspected nothing, and were entirely taken by surprise when, two
months after this talk about Aunt Sophia and her easy ways, their father came in with the astonishing
information that their aunt was going to be married. Mr. Grenell looked pale and annoyed; he She s forty-
eight,...
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