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poverty is fading away. Since the Millennium Development Summit in 2000, when 189 heads of state declared
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sustainable access to safe drinking water and improved sanitation by 2015. The Netherlands is ready to take
concrete steps in this field and that is why I pledged in 2005 to contribute towards providing access to safe
drinking water and sanitation for at least fiKy million people by 2015. The time for lengthy discussions is over.
Now it is time for action. Political will, increased resources, aLordable technologies and new partnerships are in
place to increase access to safe drinking water and sanitation. We must realise, however, that most sanitation
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