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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Some Points in Choosing Textiles In the past century
a great change has come about in the position of the woman in the home, which has very vitally affected her
relation to the textile industries. In the early days in this country nearly every woman produced the clothing for
herself and her family, also the household linens from the raising of the sheep or flax to the finished product.
Now all is changed; with the introduction of ready-made suits and other garments, even the sewing is rapidly
going from the home, while the manufacture of cloth is a forgotten art. In olden times the quality of home-spun
and woven material was the best possible to be obtained from the materials and methods known. Woolen cloth
was all wool, and linen cloth was not adulterated with starch or half cotton. Honest and durable materials were
the rule of the day. With the introduction of machinery and the factory system came keen competition. Modern
discoveries, chemical and otherwise, have increased the possibilities of cotton, linen, silk, and wool so that now
it is difficult to recognize the original fiber in some of the materials sold. Thus, on the one hand, the field of
textile knowledge has grown very much, while, on the other hand, the knowledge of women concerning textile
fabrics has decreased, since they are no longer the makers of cloth, nor do they always gain a knowledge of its
characteristics through the making of garments. The result has been that women depend more and more on
the word of clerks, who are often as ignorant as themselves, until by painful experience the buyers learn some...
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