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RareBooksClub. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 26 pages. OCLC
Number: (OCoLC)51494664 Subject: Competition, International. Excerpt: . . . we will be able to explore how best
to craD telecommunications provisions in trade agreements. Should they be broad, leaving domestic
regulatory authorities to fill in the blanks Or should they be detailed, locking in rules now that will dictate how
domestic telecommunications markets are regulated This hearing will explore these and other issues. I will
conclude by stating that I look forward to continuing this subcommittees oversight over trade issues, especially
when those trade issues aEect a topic like telecommunication that is a core jurisdictional responsibility of this
committee. At this point, the distinguished ranking member from New York, Mr. Towns. Mr. Towns. Thank you
very much, Mr. Chairman. Let me begin by thanking you for holding this hearing on such an important part of
our economy, particularly with many telecom companies struggling and some even going out of business. A
public oEicial once said that principles were the most important thing to have in politics, and that his most
important principle was flexibility. I am strongly in favor of securing Americas interest when we enter into trade
agreements. And while I have no set position on whether the regulations should be narrowly focused or have a
wider scope, it would seem that flexibility is the key to success. In 1996, I, along with the majority of my
colleagues, voted for the Telecommunications Act in hopes that there would be competition in every area of the
telecom industry. It is my opinion that competition in the marketplace should not suEer, domestically or
internationally, due to the rigidity of international agreements. Because Congress passes laws, and we have
been known from time to time to correct...
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